[Diagnosis and treatment of childhood tuberculosis in Japan].
In recent years, the incidence rate of childhood tuberculosis (TB) in Japan has declined steadily and it reached at a lower level than that in U.S. On the other hand, because the incidence rate in adults has still stayed at a moderately high level, the chance to receive TB infection for children cannot be disregarded. The accurate diagnosis and appropriate application of drug therapy to latent or active TB in children are still very important. Diagnosis of infection should be judged based on not only QuantiFERON TB results, but also careful history taking and tuberculin skin test results. To obtain good treatment outcomes, the application of standardized treatment regimens according to the relevant diagnostic category, with support for the good adherence to treatment, is indispensable.